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Legislation

Ã Ordinance approved by Lakewood City Council in 2008.

Ã Effective January 1, 2009.

Ã Join thousands of communities nationwide.  Local communities include 

Cleveland (1971) and Shaker Heights (1975).



Why is the ordinance important?

Ã It is a strategy to ð

Ä Protect and enhance Lakewoodõs attributes for residents, prospective 

residents, visitors, and tourists.

Â Historic resources are among the strongest community assets for attracting 

visitors.

Â Heritage tourism travelers spend more money and stay longer at 

destinations than the average U.S. traveler.



Why is the ordinance important?

Ã It is a strategy to ð

Ä Stabilize and improve property values.

Â Design guidelines result in higher quality renovations.

Â A number of statewide studies have concluded that, in general, properties 

in local historic districts experience rates of property appreciation greater 

than the rest of the local market and greater than in similar, undesignated 

neighborhoods.

ÂòHistoric districts are a positive influence on property values.  Homebuyers 

are willing to pay more for the assurance that the neighborhood 

surrounding their houses will remain unchanged over time.ó

- Journal of the American Real Estate and Urban Economics Association



Why is the ordinance important?

Ã It is a strategy to ð

Ä Foster civic pride.

ÂòHistoric preservation creates a bond between a community and its 

citizens.  A restored downtown area and residential districts communicate 

to citizens that they live in a city that cares about itself and about its 

residents.ó
- Economic Benefits of Historic Preservation: The Impact of Historic Preservation on 

Local Economies in Georgia



Why is the ordinance important?

Ã It is a strategy to ð

Ä Strengthen the local economy.

Â Investment in a historic building reinforces the value of adjacent buildings, 

nearby businesses, and the local government.

Â Historic buildings are key strategy throughout Ohio and America for 

downtown and neighborhood revitalization.

Â Historic preservation creates more jobs than the same amount of new 

construction, because a higher percentage of the project budget is for 

labor instead of materials.



Why is the ordinance important?

Ã It is a strategy to ð

Ä Conserve natural resources and go green.

Â The greenest building is an existing building:

Â More energy is expended to construct a building than is used over its entire 

lifespan.

Â Renovation produces less landfill waste than new construction.

Â The durability of many building materials from a century ago can not be 

found today.



What does the ordinance do? 

Ã Allows designation for historic recognition by the City of Lakewood.

Ã Protects Lakewoodõs historic resources.

Ã Focuses on properties 50 years of age and older.



Who can nominate a property? 

Ã Typically initiated by a property owner, group of property owners,  

or a neighborhood.

Ã City of Lakewood expects nominations to come from the community.



Possible designations

BUILDINGS



Possible designations

NEIGHBORHOODS



Possible designations

DISTRICTS



Possible designations

OBJECTS


